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Determine the
student’s Cost of 
Attendance (COA)

Calculate total non-federal 
grant or scholarship 
assistance (State, 

private, institutional)

Can non-federal grant or 
scholarship assistance be 

reduced to total less 
than the COA?

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
changed Pell Grant eligibility 
rules for students whose total 
non-federal grants and 
scholarship assistance alone 
equals or exceeds their cost of 
attendance. As a result, students 
who would otherwise qualify for 
Pell may be ineligible unless 
adjustments are made to the 
non-federal aid sources.

Use this �owchart to determine 
whether a student remains 
eligible for Pell and to identify 
when and how an institution 
may adjust non-federal aid to 
restore Pell eligibility, consistent 
with federal requirements.

Access NASFAA's AskRegs 
Knowledgebase Q&A on this 
topic for more details and 
example scenarios.

Student is not eligible to 
receive Pell Grant

Does non-federal
grant or total scholarship 
assistance alone equals

or exceed COA?

Student is eligible for full 
amount of Pell Grant based 

on eligibility criteria

Adjust non-federal grants 
and scholarships 

assistance total to 
less than COA

Was additional 
non-federal grant or 

scholarship assistance 
later added such that 

total non-federal 
grant or scholarship 
assistance equals or 

exceeds COA?

Was additional non-federal 
grant or scholarship 

assistance identi�ed after 
Pell is fully disbursed for 

the award year?

End. No further 
action required

Ineligibility for Federal Pell Grants 
Due to Receipt of Non-Federal 
Financial Assistance Flowchart
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